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08 May 2017 

Dear Chair 

 

Appointment of new BBC Board Members for Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland 

On behalf of the Scottish Parliament’s Culture, Tourism, Europe and External 
relations Committee I would like to thank you for your letter of 8 March outlining your 
concerns regarding the appointment of non-executive Nation Members to the BBC 
Board, under the new BBC Charter.  

As you will see from the attached letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Culture, 
Tourism and External Affairs, the Scottish member (Steve Morrison) has now been 
appointed. Although the Scottish Government welcomed the appointment, concerns 
were raised about the process and in particular the time available to respond.  

The Committee has therefore been unable to undertake any pre-appointment 
scrutiny but intends to invite Mr Morrison to give evidence to the Committee in the 
coming months to discuss his role and plans for the position in the future. 

I understand that Welsh Minsters did not give their consent to the appointment 
proposed by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport (Dr Carol Bell). 
Members of this Committee agree that wider consideration should be given to the 
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